Proseminar Lexicology and Lexicography (Siepmann): Final Examination

(I have tried to arrange the exercises in ascending order of difficulty.)

Exercise I: Here are a number of recent accessions to the English language. Classify them by type of word formation and try to explain (or guess) what they mean (in some cases the meaning has already been explained):

compassion fatigue, e-publishing, gastropub, ladette (= young woman who likes to do some things that young men typically do), MC (= person in a rap group who holds the microphone and says the words to the song), prebuttal (= statement that a politician makes saying that a criticism of them is false or unfair, before the criticism has been made), SCART, SGML, bruschetta (= bread that has been toasted and has olive oil and vegetables on it), campus (= the land and buildings belonging to a large company)

Exercise II: Identify the lexical relations holding between the following sets of words: forwards-backwards, frame-window, expand-contract, mole-spy, fill-empty, fail-succeed, picture-painting, hot-cold, master-servant

Exercise III: With the help of your dictionaries, provide a detailed description of the lexemes ‘motorway’ and ‘skinflint’ within a three-level semantic framework.

Exercise IV: Put yourself in the position of the compiler of the first monolingual learner’s dictionary. What problems do you need to solve concerning the learner’s decoding needs (i.e. definition) and his or her encoding needs? Give examples of how today’s learners’ dictionaries cope with these problems.

Exercise V: Compare German Schnecke with its English equivalents. What kind of phenomenon are we dealing with here? What does it tell us about the need to distinguish between extralinguistic and intralingual meaning components?

Exercise VI: How would you define the notion of collocation? Give a few examples of collocations.   

The best of British luck!

